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FROM THE EDITOR

With the increasing development 
and in Wynyard Quarter it 
is important not to let the 
community initiatives and growth 
become secondary to the space. 

They are just as vital to the 
wellbeing of the new Auckland 
waterfront and is crucial to the 
heritage and appreciation of 
Wynyard Quarter in the years to 
come. 

Left & Right is dedicated to  the 
awareness a celebration of the 
community growth and the 
people responsible. 
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PLACEMAKING

“’Placemaking’ is both an overarching idea and a hands-on tool for improving 
a neighborhood, city or region. It has the potential to be one of the most trans-
formative ideas of this century.”   
 –  Metropolitan Planning Council of Chicago

Waterfront Auckland is committed 

to place-making which is not just the 

act of building or fixing up a space, 

but a whole process that fosters the 

creation of vital public destinations - 

the kind of places where people feel 

a strong stake in their communities. 

It capitalises on a local community’s 

assets, inspiration and potential. 

Place making recognises that places 

evolve over time and that activity and 

events need to support the prosperity 

of local businesses and community 

development.

Ensuring that people continue 

to visit the waterfront is about 

enabling locals to make it their own. 

Maintaining public spaces to a high 

quality and supporting waterfront 

businesses in the early days of the 

transformation of the Wynyard 

Quarter is an important focus of 

Waterfront Auckland.

Since Wynyard Quarter opened in August 2011 a number of initiatives have 
been established to develop the sense of commnity within the precinct. These 
draw on the areas unique maritime and industrial heritage and design lead 
vision. They include weekly Workshops on the Wharf, Silo Cinema and Night 
Markets alongside more spontaneous or unpublished activities that ensure 
there is always a sense of something new happening within the Quarter. 
Waterfront Auckland carefully curates the activation programme to harness 
and grow the unique flavour of Wynyard Quarter.

In terms of large scale events, Waterfront Auckland works closely with 
Auckland Tourism, Events and Economic Dvelopment (ATEED), Regional 
Facilties Auckland, the community, events industry and other key stakeholders 
to facilitate these events. Guidelines ensure that event offerings are dynamic, 
inspiring and environmentally sustainable. Waterfront Aucland oversees there 
is a diverse calendar of social, cultural and business events and activation 
offerings throughout the year taking place within the key waerfront precincts.

Tourism and events on the waterfront will have a significant economic impact 
on Auckland with additional visitor hours spent enjoying the new amenities 
contributing an estimated $244 million a year by 2040. The increased number 
of events on the Waterfront is estimated to amount to $49.3 million in direct 
spending, generating $22.1 million in GDP and around 480 jobs.

Already there are a number of events on Auckland’s waterfront; Waterfront 
Auckland is working closely with ATEED and other organisations to build the 
profiles and impacts of the following existing events:

• Anniversary weekend seafood festival

 • Auckland International Boat Show

• Auckland Marathon

• New Zealand Fashion Week

• Ocean Swim

• Auckland Art Fair
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Simon van Praag is the Director of Auckland based company Fresh Concept which is behind the creation of Silo Park’s 
recent cultural renovation. They are conscious to create a community environment that is not exclusive and does not 
polarize the intended audience. It is their hope to create events to attract people of all types of life - to bring people 
together to enjoy the space and atmosphere that is Auckland’s Waterfront.

Fresh’s focus is to create a starting point for the space and community to grow from. Fresh do not brand events with their 
company and have done their best to stay secondary to the event. While they are not completely aware of the future of 
the space, Simon and Fresh Concept are confident that the space will remain as a public facility and nurture the growing 
community which is being established. Their aim is create a heritage and the building blocks for the future of Auckland’s 
Waterfront community. 

Fresh is conscious of promoting events where people are uncomfortable or feel unwelcome. Rather to create an 
environment and experience in which may unexpected and embraced. Silo Park is a public space that is open to all and 
the events are aimed at being just as accessible culturally as the park itself. 

The investment of the events being co-ordinated is in the people and the use of Silo Park as a public space. An environment 
which compliments Auckland Citys lifestyle and culture. Events are not put on for commercial gain - the intended 
outcome is growth of heritage and a connection for a Auckland community to embrace the beauty and potential of what 
is simply a space to be and experience. 

Keeping this in mind, while there is much interest in the space from local community groups Fresh Concept try to restrict 
the amount of events they host. Fresh do not want to create a community and atmosphere at the cost of other locations 
within Auckland which already host events and community functions. Silo Park is an exciting new location and has a lot 
of interest for events and functions. It is important to preserve Auckland’s culture and make sure they are complimenting 
Auckland Society - not taking events away from already established communities. 

Fresh Concept pitched for and won the contract to hold community focussed events and promote Silo Park. They are 
responsible for Silo Cinema, Silo Sessions and the Silo Market. 

The Silo Markets run every Friday (weather permitting) from 5pm and are a waterfront night market, they are also on 
Saturdays as well. Fresh Concepts runs the highly successful Silo Cinemas which is an event that features on Friday 
evenings in conjunction with the Silo Markets. The main Silo (Silo 7) is used as a projector screen and films are projected 
on it and the audience sits below in the park to watch. Silo Sessions are musical events that include local and international 
artists. Past events include Bfm Summer Series, NZ Music Month and Laneway Festival.

SPACE
CREATE
PLACE
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TRANSFORMING 
AUCKLAND’S
WATERFRONT

Waterfront Auckland (previously 
named Sea + City) is undertaking 
a dramatic overhaul of 145ha at 
Wynyard  Quarter to draw people 
down to the area with the idea that it 
become a “harbourside community”.

Plans include plenty of public spaces 
including a promenade and 4.25ha 
urban park with playground, large 
grassed areas and space for outdoor 
cinema screenings in summer. The 35 
metre Golden Bay cement silo will 
be retained although at the time of 
writing it hadn’t been confirmed what 
it would be used for.

Jellicoe Street will be lined with trees 
and have many outdoor seating areas 
so it can be a location for markets 
and other social and cultural events. 
Wynyard Quarter will also have 
a theatre, events centre, maritime 
museum, a strip of eateries and 
an office building for ASB Bank’s 
new headquarters.

Works are now well underway with 
several parts of the project to be 
finished in time for people to use them 
when the Rugby World Cup is hosted 
in September. These include the 
Viaduct Events Centre, ten restaurants 

and a promenade at North Wharf, 
Gateway Plaza public area with steps 
to the water’s edge and Silo Park.
The red shed at North Wharf that 
dates back to the 1930s has been 
redeveloped into a restaurant. Once 
used by the Auckland Harbour Board, 
it was until recently in an extremely 
dilapidated condition and full of old 
fishing nets.

Its renovation incorporated as many 
of its original features as possible. 
The red timber doors of the iconic 
shed were kept but the building was 
strengthened internally with steel 
framing installed. The original wood 
of the structure was left deliberately 
looking old and worn to give 
it character.

The vision for North Wharf and 
design of its branding was inspired 
by the idea of what San Francisco’s 
waterfront would have been like in 
the 1960s with wide promenades for 
the public to stroll alongside working 
fishing boats.

Heritage of the area is given a nod 
with LED lighting inlaid in the 
old tram tracks that run along the 
promenade, and an external wall of 

the restaurant buildings was made 
from old packing pallets.

Total Spaces, a joint venture between 
Downer Group and John Fillmore 
Contracting, performed undersea 
works creating a new retaining wall 
under water to allow the basin to be 
dredged for reinstatement of the west 
sea wall as part of heritage reflection.

It involved installing large diameter 
steel casings, founded on underlying 
sandstones 20 metres below sea 
level then removing marine sediment 
within the piles and replacing it with 
reinforced concrete.

Piling work was happening in March 
for the Wynyard Crossing pedestrian 
and cycling bridge. It will be finished 
in time for the Rugby World Cup. At 
the former Oracle site, the 6000sq m 
Viaduct Events Centre that can host 
3,600 people is opening in August. 
The $160 million ASB Bank office 
building will be complete by mid-
2013.
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The construction of Wynyard wharf 
commenced in 1845, and was 
completed by 1851.  It barely reached 
low water mark, but because it had 
water laid on (via a wooden flume 
from a spring in Eden Crescent), it 
was a popular layover for ships.  By 
comparison, the wharf at Queen 
Street was not started until 1852. 

Reclamation of the area now known as 
the Wynyard Quarter was progressed 
between 1886 and 1901, was 
originally based on a comprehensive 
plan for harbour development put 
together by Engineer-in-Chief John 
Caruthers (1836-1914), who was 
appointed to the role in 1871.

Within the Wynyard Quarter, two 
silo features have been retained in 
recognition of the area’s importance 
as part of the industrial heritage of 
Auckland.  

Now named Silo Park, the area 
incorporates the disused 35m high 
Golden Bay Cement Silo 7 and the 
nearby ‘six pack’ silo cluster.

The world’s first tower storage silo – 
designed as a cylinder to overcome 
the problem of silage going mouldy 
in the corners of storage bins – was 
invented by agricultural scientist 
Franklin Hiram King from Wisconsin, 
USA (1848-1911).

Silos are a common sight in many 
parts of the world, and are used as 
an efficient and space-saving way to 
store large quantities of dry material 
under cover.  Uses range from bulk 
storage of grain, silage (basically 
pickled grass, used as an animal feed) 

cement, coal, sugar, food products, 
and sawdust.  With cement, it is 
essential that the product is kept dry 
until it is used, as contact with water 
– even just moisture in the air – will 
cause it to deteriorate and lose its 
strength and binding capacity.

The cement silos at the Wynyard 
Quarter are called tower silos for 
obvious reasons.  Other types of silos 
in widespread use include horizontal 
bunker silos, and bag silos (typically 
one-use systems made from plastic).  
Still other silos are used for defense 
purposes to store and launch missiles.

The cement silos at Silo Park in 
Wynyard Quarter were constructed 
alongside the harbour for easy 
access to ships and barges.  A rail 
line also ran nearby.  Using a silo for 
harbourside storage meant there was 
less urgency when large quantities of 
cement were unloaded but could not 
immediately be transported further 
afield.  It also enabled the cement to 
retain its quality irrespective of the 
weather, and significantly reduced 
loss of product due to spoiling from 
exposure to rain or air.  

The ‘six-pack’ cement silo at Silo 
Park was built in the 1960s, and was 
used to store up to 7200 tonne of dry 
cement before it was transported to 
warehouses and suppliers throughout 
the city.

Silos are round because they are 
able to be more easily filled and 
emptied due to a lack of corners 
where the stored material can 
become stuck.  The cylindrical design 
also ensures that stored materials 

are cycled so that older stock is not 
inadvertently retained, potentially 
aging newer supplies. 

Loading and unloading of silos like 
the ones at Silo Park is typically done 
using a large fan called a silo blower, 
which helps to efficiently fill the silo 
and later to expel the cement into a 
waiting truck or rail wagon.

Since the 1970s, many silos have 
been built to an ‘inverted cone’ 
design, with an upward-pointing 60° 
cone inside the silo, which forces 
the stored product to discharge from 
around the perimeter of the silo wall.
Silos are designed specifically for the 
type of cement they will hold, which 
includes considering the potential 
weight of the material pushing against 
the walls of the silo, and the chemical 
nature of the product and the silo 
walls.  Silos are labelled with the type 
of cement they are designed to hold – 
some silo construction materials have 
the potential to react with the various 
components in some cement blends, 
causing premature deterioration of 
the product.

The modern silos are also typically 
incorporate a weighing system to 
enable the amount of stored product 
that is released, and the amount 
remaining in storage.

As part of the development of Silo 
Park, the silo tower and ‘six-pack’ can 
be climbed for harbour views, and 
there are also plans to screen outdoor 
movies at the park in the summer 
months.

THE TANK FARM
The Silos of Wynyard Quarter are the dominant visual feature of Auckland’s Waterfront space. Now used as part of a 
recreational space the Silos were an important part of Auckland’s development and construction.
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As well as creating a sustainable and entertaining public space North Wharf 
has included environmentally sustainable infrastructure through the Bio-
Retention Wetlands which feature on Jellicoe Street. 

Silo Park features a large bio-retention wetland that collects stormwater from 
the wider site. The historic wharf edge has been revealed here with the removal 
of declaimed fill. Indigenous planting also references the site’s conditions 
pre-industry. This, along with the planting of the Jellicoe Street rain gardens, 
references an important element of Maori culture.

Water cascades from here into the harbour via large water stairs which act 
as both rip rap wall and a place to engage with the harbour’s dramatic tidal 
changes. The stairs comprise reclaimed precast concrete units previously 
utilised for the storage of manufacturing materials. Seating blocks and new path 
edges also utilise materials from both the cement works and steelworks that 
once existed here.

BIO-RETENTION
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Celia Harrison of Celery Productions specialises in the Experience as well 

as Execution of events. Conscious of the cultural rennovation underway 

in Wynyard Quarter, Left & Right interviewed Celia for her thoughts and 

perspective of the transformation.

OUTSIDE 
PERSPECTIVE
WITH
CELERY

 
I am Celia Harrison and I am Co-Director of a creative event production 
company ‘Celery Productions’ and Founder and Director of Art in the Dark.

What and where did you study? Why was this a personal interest and is your 
current profession what you hoped to achieve while studying? 
I studied Spatial Design at AUT and a bit of architecture in Mexico. I was really 
interested in Spatial Design as a practice for understanding/working with space. 
I liked the the theoretical thinking behind how one operates space. While I was 
studying, I was fairly certain that I was going to create my own job because 
what I was interested in didn’t really have a job title as such.

What is Art In The Dark and it’s focus? 
Art in the Dark is an interactive, illuminated art festival that takes place annually 
in Western Park Ponsonby. The purpose of this festival started as a method to 
grow a sense of community and take back urban spaces at night. 

Who else was involved with Art In The Dark?
Art in the Dark  is a huge community now of the core committee that help create 
the event, Celery Productions (who produce the event), over 40 participating 
artists every year, local businesses, all the local primary schools, the universities 
and the public.
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What Corporate sponsorship and permits were required? 
Art in the Dark operates under a charitable trust status and relies solely on sponsorship and funding all of which is raised 
by the AITD team. The council support us with event permits and the local board with funding.

Would Art In The Dark have been achievable without Corporate interest?
No. Unfortunately, because the event is already reliant on community good will without additional sponsorship, it would 
not have been possible this year.

What other projects are you involved in? 
Celery Productions is currently working on the Best Design awards exhibition that is packing in next week in Silo Park, 
Wynyard Quarter. We are also working on designing the experience for a theme park ride in Rotorua for December. Art 
in the Dark will be showcasing a ‘Best of’ at the Auckland Arts Festival next year too.

What is your impression/reaction to Wynyard Quarters renovation?
It is a really successful initiative currently. Having the waterfront open to the public where there is something for everyone, 
is what makes a city good to live it. It’s so important to continue to grow these initiatives.

What would you like to see featured/added to the space?  
Not apartments or business buildings. More public artworks would be great and free activities that really bring out of 
people from their homes.

Do you plan on working within the space?  
I’d really like to do something amazing with the Silos.

What organisations do you need to work with in order to put on an event at Wynyard Quarter? 
So far from my experience, it’s been a collaboration between Waterfront Auckland, ATEED and Fresh Concepts (Simon 
Van Praag).

What are your future professional goals? 
Making Auckland a more exciting and creative city to live in.
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Located next to the Waitemata Harbour in Auckland’s Wynyard Quarter it sells ‘fresh of the boat’ seafood and a unique 
visual tie to the environment the produce comes from. A hub for several complimentary commercial businesses the 
collective is a cuisine experience including retailers such as Livefish NZ, OceanNZ Seafood and Auckland’s Big Picture 
Wine, as well as Auckland’s only dedicated seafood cooking school. 

The Auckland Fish Market also has a focus on Community interaction and growth with the Auckland Seafood School 
which is committed to seafood education. The Auckland Seafood School has been teaching Aucklanders how best to cook 
and eat seafood since 2004 and has become a hugely popular activity for corporate events or for a different night out 
with friends. It’s a well established facility highlighting the importance of seafood in the diet and offers various cooking 
techniques and skills alongside education about different fish species. An environment to learn and interact the school 
has featured in the past guest cooking guru’s such as Peta Mathias, Ray McVinnie, Annabel Langbein and Julie le Clerc. 

The market features live music on the first Sunday of every month, called Funday. It is a family friendly day where a 
carnival atmosphere overtakes the pet friendly courtyard and live-music from jazz to Samba fills the air.

AUCKLAND
FISH MARKET
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PHOTO
GRAPHIC 
PERSPECTIVE

Matt Tomkins is a final year Bachelor of Design & Visual Arts  majoring in Graphic Design & Animation. As research for 

his final year project Matt conducted visual research of Wynyard Quarter photographically and recorded impressions 

and experiences from the numerous site visits. Featured below is a statement of the projects aim and execution.

Auckland’s Wynyard Quarter is reclaimed land and used for much of it’s time as Industrial space. Recently, it has 
been reclaimed once more for public and community growth on Auckland’s Waterfront. I aim to highlight and express 
the development of Community and Culture in Auckland’s once derelict industrial waterfront and it’s future alongside 
Commercial development.

As with the birth of anything it’s future is still just an aspiration. A foggy existence which depends on many factors to 
see it through its years. Silo Park  turned one in August 2012 and has been a focus for public events and a host for local 
community groups. The community growth is dependent development ambition and has focus on Commercial and 
Residential facilities as much as Public spaces.

I aim create an awareness and discussion of the space’s developing Community and Cultural future. My aim is to inform 
and connect public with the space and growing community in the form of a  publication titled Left & Right. It will 
highlight the Public and Community (Left) and Commercial (Right) development currently underway within Wynyard 
Quarter.

As there is a focused proposal for it’s development (Waterfront Aucklands development booklet) there is a lacking 
coherent package focused towards community events and growth. There are companies and groups working within the 
space but the information is not united and is separate to each other. Left & Right aims to provide a coherent booklet of 
information presenting digestible relevant information in a graphic and easily distributed publication focussed towards 
Community and it’s future within Wynyard Quarter.

Originally my concept was to compare and contrast Commercial interest and Public and Community development 
within Wynyard Quarter. However once I had identified the two contrasting concepts and considered them deeper 
individually, the idea of combining aspects of them together to create a dysfunctional and conceptually challenging 
communication seemed like a great output for the project.

The key processes I employed were personal interviews through networking with relevant Industry professionals, Site 
Visiting using photography as the main media to record and visually express my experiences.
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(Above and right) The historic buildings and transportation are part of the 
heritage of Auckland’s waterfront. Where possible they have been preserved 
and re-used as part of the commercial space and facilities.
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(Above and right) I have been amazed at how derelict a park can be without 
people. While the facilities remain there is no use for them with human 
interaction. A successful space is not determined by it’s presence alone, the 
communities use and appreciation is it’s true value and measure.
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(Left and above) These shots were photographed at the New Zealand Music 
Month event held at Silo Park in May. Interaction and communication between 
people and organisations mark success and the future for Silo Park.
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(Above and right) Relocation of native plants are an important initiative at 
the early stages of Wynyard Quarters renovation. Both environmentally and 
culturally it provides a national tie to space and growth.
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